Quick and easy access to housing developments, businesses, and recreational facilities in Devon, Nashwaaksis,
and Douglas is the Northside Trail as it proceeds upriver from the Bill Thorpe Walking Bridge to the city limits
at the Carlisle Road.
The 10.2 km Northside Trail forms part of the Irving
Trail, the 377 km stretch of the Trans Canada Trail
from Grand Falls to Fredericton, which was donated to
the New Brunswick trail system by J. D. Irving Ltd.
The trail begins in the area of Fredericton called
Devon. Over half of this trail is now paved.
Historically the Town of Devon was formed in 1917
by combining the villages of Gibson (South Devon)
and St. Mary’s Ferry (North Devon). The sod was
turned for the construction of this railbed
belonging to the N.B. Land and Railway company in
1873. It later became part of the CPR and was
known as the Gibson Branch. In 1945 Devon
amalgamated with Fredericton.
The railway continued to play an integral part in the life of this community until its demise in the 1980s. If you
know where to look you can even still see some of the railway platforms along the trail. Along this area is part
of the St. Mary’s First Nation Reserve and access to the Westmorland Street
Bridge.
The seasonal changes certainly show their colours on this trail — the many
hedges heavily laden with lilac bushes in the
spring to the maples and poplars in the fall with
their vibrant reds and yellows.
Soon after you pass under the Westmorland
Street Bridge, built in 1981, you will cross
Douglas Avenue, the start of the area known as

Nashwaaksis.
Although
amalgamated with Fredericton
in
1973,
Nashwaaksis
historically was also a busy
centre with its mills, wagon
factories and blacksmith
shops. Along this route are
several accesses to the North
Riverfront Trail. After you
cross the Nashwaaksis Stream via an old railway bridge you
will find many short trails that go in and out of the sweet
smelling pines. Just ask the young cyclists or the many dog
walkers of the area for directions.

